
JUST US DISTRIBUTION REPORT – NEW SOUTH 
WALES

20th of SEPTEMBER 2019

Justice Action has attempted to distribute the Just Us newspaper to individuals in locked 
mental facilities for the 2019 Federal elections across all eight states and territories to 
improve voting accessibility and awareness. 

The purpose of this report is to hold the executives who refused to disseminate the 
publication accountable and to ensure the distribution is accepted in all areas. The report 
will be sent to mental health ministers and the mental health commissioners for their 
consideration.

       All Australian citizens have a constitutional freedom to engage in political 
communication.1 This freedom has been recognised by the High Court of Australia.2 
Justice Action’s Just Us publication, which has been circulated around Australia since 
2004, provides an important platform for the communication of such information. This 
includes statements from all political parties . The publication also provides the contact 
information of various legal firms thus allowing consumers to have access to justice. 
The entitlement to distribute the publication has been to the NSW Supreme Court three 
times. 

Support for the Just Us newspaper across Australia has been widespread. The CEO of 
the Victorian Mental Illness Awareness Council, Victoria’s peak consumer body, stated 
“I read it and found it enlightening and potentially very useful to a range of consumers 
across Australia.  We support its circulation in Victoria.” Other peak consumer 
representatives have also added their support.

Justice Action has contacted 15 local health networks and two special health NSW 
networks where ten facilities have refused distribution. The following report outlines the 
responses of each district regarding the distribution of Just Us newsletter.

Approved

1. Illawarra Shoalhaven Local Health District
CEO: Margot Mains
Alanna Beardsley, Manager Media and Communications, approved distribution on 
behalf of CEO
02/05/2019 - 10 copies were distributed.  

1 Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act 1901 (Cth) (‘Constitution’) ss 7 and 24. 
2 Lange v Australian Broadcasting Corporation [1997] HCA 25.

http://www.justiceaction.org.au/publications/just-us-new
http://www.justiceaction.org.au/just-us-history-media
http://www.justiceaction.org.au/just-us-history-media


2. Northern NSW Local Health District
CEO: Wayne Jones 
07/05/2019- there was a telephone conversation between Brett Collins and Jenny 
Cleaver approving Just Us. The newsletter was distributed prior to the election. 

3. South Eastern Sydney Local Health District
CEO: Tobi Wilson
Tobi Wilson approved
Andrea Barrington, executive assistant approved on behalf of the previous CEO Gerry 
Marr
08/05/2019- specified desired quantity. Publication was sent and distributed. 

4. St. Vincent’s Hospital Sydney
CEO: Anthony Schembri
Anthony Schembri approved
15/05/2019 – 27 copies were sent.

5. Western NSW Local Health District
CEO: Scott McLachlan
Scott McLachlan approved
10/05/2019 - disclosed the quantity they required. 
Publication sent and distributed.

Still in negotiations

6. Sydney Local Health District
CEO: Teresa Anderson
04/06/2019 - follow up email was sent 
24/06/ 2019- a follow up call was made, where they stated they would have a look at the 
email and we could expect a reply. No response has been received.
30/07/2019 – follow up email was sent
12/08/2019 – Follow up email not found, suggest emailing the manager of the 
community and consumer participation as Cherie Puckett noted-
Email: slhd.consumer@sswahs.nsw.gov.au 
23/08/2019 – email with draft Just Us report was sent to Cherie P with above email 
address 
27/08/2019 – no response to email yet *need to do a follow up call inquiring about 
confirmation of receipt and stance on distribution 

7. Western Sydney Local Health District
CEO: Graeme Loy
10/04/2019- Caroline Olalia declined distribution in her TAB A response
17/07/ 2019- follow up email was sent
25/07 /2019- Email received from Pamela Leslie which stated she is out of office. 
Redirected us to contact WSLHD-Cumberland-MHS-           
PatientLiason@health.nsw.gov.au 
27/08/2019 – developing draft email to send email to



Rejected

8. Central Coast Local Health District
CEO: Andrew Montague
16/05/2019 - Paula Bell replied stated they are currently circulating the material with 
carers and consumers but has not ordered copies from us.
09/06/2019 – “Please be advised Central Coast Local Health District will not require any 
newspapers as we will not be distributing this material.”

9. Far West Local Health District
CEO: Stephen Rodwell  
Email communications with Jodie Miller, Associate Director (Mental Health and Drug 
and Alcohol Service) and Kate Williams, Executive Assistant (CEO) reject distribution 
on the grounds that there are safety mechanisms and protocol in place; after consultation 
with their Advisory Group, this publication will not be distributed. 
21/06/2019- Dallas Seager, Executive Assistant called; she stated that they were indeed 
not a ‘locked hospital’ and they will not be requiring the newsletter

10. Hunter New England Local Health District
CEO: Michael DiRienzo
09/03/19 – first contact with office of April Brown-Turner, communication officer, 
strategic relations and communications. 
26/03/19 – rejection of distribution, no reason given
2/05/19, 13/05/19, 14/06/19 – same email sent to April, no response
27/06/2019- contacted the office of April Brown-Turner and was told by her assistant 
that she may be “waiting for approval” and will call once she has a response
10/07/2019- email received which states “After consideration of the matters in the 
Justice Health Settlement Offer you provided to us, a senior clinician has determined 
not to release the material to patients in the locked ward for clinical reasons.”

11. Justice Health and Forensic Mental Health Network   
CEO: Gary Forrest
03/07/2019- Email was sent to an updated. No reply was received.
04/07/2019- Phone call was made at 2:40pm. The receiver was unwilling to provide a 
further contact and denied further communication.

12. Mid-North Coast Local Health District
CEO: Stewart Dowrick 
13/06/2019 – Last email correspondence was sent to MNCLHD (Scheree Jones) on this 
date, to follow up on an email dated 2/5 that the Mid North Coast will not distribute.
18/06/2019  - Followed up through a phone call regarding their recommendations. We 
were advised we would receive a written response from them shortly. No response was 
received.
15/07/2019 - A call was made to Scheree Jones who stated that she was too busy and 
would call back – did not call back
25/07/2019 – 13/6 email was forwarded directly to Scheree Jones’ email. Awaiting 
response.
20/08/2019 – confirmed the rejection of distribution in the Mental Health units, which 
are not locked units, based on material not being suitable to distribute.



13. Murrumbidgee Local Health District
09/04/2019 – Initial email sent regarding distribution of JUST US. 
17/04/2019 – Response from Sally Druitt (Public Affairs Manager) received stating that 
they are declining our offer, as they believe it is not “suitable for the inpatient unit and 
all consumers will be able to vote”.
08/05/2019 – Sent follow up email asking for support in the distribution of the 
newspaper.
27/06/2019 – Sent additional follow up email calling for the distribution of JUST US in 
this district. No response has been received.

14. Nepean Blue Mountains Local Health District
CEO:  Kay Hyman
18/06/2019- Ms Hymans’ PA told us no further emails or calls will be responded to. 

15. Northern Sydney Local Health District
CEO: Deb Willcox
15/05/2019- Deb Wilcox declined distribution stating;
“… The nature and content of the flyer does not align with our service’s ethos of 
recovery orientated service delivery, and was considered as not conductive to the 
recovery processes of people with mental health issues.” 

16. South Western Sydney Local Health District
CEO: Amanda Larkin
Rejected on grounds that the publication is not recovery focused and the target audience 
appears to be prisoners, not mental health inpatients. 
13/06/2019- email received from the Mental Health Executive Unit stating they do not 
distribute any political material
20/08/2019 – sent a draft of the report, to which they replied with amendments in track 
changes, based on the letter from the Chief Executive to Justice Action.

17. Southern NSW Local Health District
CEO: Andrew Newton
Estelle Blackburn has been communicating on behalf of CEO. 
10/04/2019- An initial email was sent out containing the Just Us newspaper. The email 
detailed the aims of Justice Action and the newspaper and requested that it be distributed 
by Southern NSW Health District
18/06/2019- A follow-up email from Justice Action was sent with attached lega              
support.
19/06/2019 – A response from Estelle Blackburn was received acknowledging the 
previous email. Stated that it would be forwarded to the Executive Director and that we 
would receive a response. No response has been received since.
25/07/2019 – Follow-up email was sent. Awaiting response.
25/07/2019 – email received from Ms. Blackburn saying that she no longer works at 
Southern NSW local health district and to contact David Hohnke, the general manager 
for media and communications.
26/07/2019 – email sent to Mr Hohnke awaiting response. 
30/07/2019 – still no email response from Mr Honke, attempted to make a                
follow up call however no response, currently drafting a response for a follow up email 
to be sent.
02/08/2019 – sent follow up email to Mr Hohnke. 



12/08/2019- David Hohnke forwarded email to Cherie Puckett on 28/7- Email states that 
she does not make these decisions regarding inpatient consumers and will not accept the 
newspaper on behalf of the people that are in inpatient services.  
28/08/2019 – Sent out draft report. No response has been recieived.


